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OMETHING TO SIT ONI”

b, That was the unanimous ery I got

.7 from my Scouts in response to a
question during a eritique about what
would have made the just-completed
camporee better. Beeause of wet
ground in the low-lying campsite, the
boys had to stand all day, even to eat.
I went home and designed a ply-
wood stool that's comfortable, inex-

pensive, durable, and lightweight. It's -

also easy to build, assemble, knock
down, and stow. The plan appears

" here.

The stool works equally well for
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, at troaop,
pack, or den meetings, patrol corners,
and all kinds of outdoor activities,
including campfires. '

Tt ean be an excellent beginner's
woodwork project, especially for the
‘Webelos Scout Craftsman badge.

With an electric saw you can mass-
produce the stools from sheets of 4 x
8-foot x ¥%-inch exterior plywood. One
sheet yields 15 supports {each stool
requires two) and eight seats, Double
the number by connecting two sheets
with elamps or temporary nails (leave

nail heads sticking up, to
pull out later; be sure nails
don’t interfere with saw
path). This will give you

This lighiweight,
versatile, easily- 'dous for all users, espe-

electric table saw to cut ¥-ineh-wide
slots under the seat; an eléetrie drill
with #e-inch hit; a countersink with a
hand drill; a sharp knife to eut the
shock cord; and & yardstick, square,
and peneil. - ' ‘
- Power tools are not recornmended
for Cub-Beout age boys.
Circular saws are hazar-

cially youngsters. A one-

enough parts for 15 stools ~ comnstructed, to-one adult-boy ratio is.
{with one extra seat). ; : best when using such

Each stool needs about pﬂyw Oﬂd stool equipment. And ail work-
32 inches of %w-inch shock  will keep you ei:s shou%d wear safety
cord, Yoz can get cord ata . . : glasses when using power
sailing shop, hardware, or high and ,dw and tools. o
auto supply store. . add a modicwm  Hand tools can be used

To do the job with the § £ : for all the woodwork (al-
greatest of ease, you'll of comifort to though cutting plywood
need: an electrie cireular - camping. with a hand saw can be

saw; saber saw with suit- -
able blade and spares; a sander with
fine- and medium-grade paper; a

router and eutter or dado blade fo:;' an

difficult). You should be
able to do the job with a hand saw,
miter saw, coping saw, %-inch-wide.
wood chisel, mallet, and a %s-inch drill
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bit, countersink, and hand drill.

(1) Quttzng wood Saw wooden
pieces according to the plans here.
Cutting the grooves’into the seat
underside is either a-einch or triclky,

“depending on your eqmpment and

glall. .

I used a dado blade with a radial
arm gaw and a 45-degree jig to hold
them in place, This also ensures that
the grooves will automatically be 90-
degrees to each other. This is im-
portant because they must line up
with. the crossed seab supports. You
could use a router with a %-inch flat

cutter just as easily.

In a pinch, you could wield a

handsaw guided by tacked-on waste

strips to cut the edges of the two

. grooves, then chisel the waste out
“with a %-inch-wide wood chisel. Sand
the slots afterward, and round-the

edges. The fit is not eritical. In fact, a
bit looge i{s preferable here to avoid

. splintering the top edges :of the

supports.

(2)-Preparing seat corners. Cut one
inch off all seat corners. -Sand edges .
smooth. In two opposite corners, drill

a %s-inch hole through from the top.
Wlden the top opening. of each hole
halfway throtigh).' - - .

Now cut a %u—mch-mde slct fmm

the outer edge to the hole in hoth

corners. (One hole can be left slotless,

to tie the stool cord permanently to-
. the seat. This is helpful with younger
‘boys who tend tolose things easily.)

{3) Assemble stool. Each stool re-
quires two supports, one with a cen-
ter slot running from the base toward
the top, one with a center slot running
from the top toward the base. Fit

© these together, then position the seat

grooves on the narrower upper
support ends.

(4) Conseet cord. Cut a 32-inch |
length of %s-inch ghock cord for each |
stool. Knot one end and pass the other |
from the top through one hole. Tie a |
second knot in the other end and|
gtretch the cord under the supports |
and up into the other slotted corner |

hole.

(6) Sanding and ﬁmshmg After |
test-fitting all pieces, take apart and |
sand all sutfaces to the smoothness |
you like. Finish off the projéet with |
several coats of a clear varnish. (I |
used ‘Polyvarathane.) After the|
varnish has dried, apply 2 coat of |
hard, paste wax. This will help when |

talﬂng the stocl apart.

In damp conditions plyWDDd may ?

absorb moisture, even when sealed

. After you make one or
more camp stools, he sure
“to keep track of where
you put the instructions;
-at camporees and other
events people who see
* .the stools are certain -

" 'to ask;, ‘How do you

~ ‘make them?”

w1th varnish, maiﬁng it difficult to |
"release the notched supports. Just |
rest one side of one support on a rigid |

obJect like a rock or log, and press

firmly on the other support to unlock |
thém. Air dry the supports before |;
reassembly. If the fit is too tight, sand {|
the slots a little. Refinish with var-|;
nizh. ‘

< Your camp stools should last many
years. (some of mine are still in use
aftér 10 years of hard service.} You
may find it helps to re-varnish the

hottoms of the stipports periodically. |

Alsp, if the shock cord stretches over

tnne cut, off an mch or 80 and, tle a

new knot

At camporees and other events,
people will'see the stools and ask,
“How do you make 'emn?”. Now you

(a.nd they) kmow.- : . T

In-more than 20 years in Scouting,

‘Robert-E. (Scoutmaster Bob) Wilson

has served as Cubmaster, assistont

Scoutmaster, Scoutmaster (for eight

yea.'rs), and troop commitiee chair-
man. for LDS units in Bugene, Ore.
He has four Eagle Scout sons.
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